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able resistance. Three days later, the end came. The co
querors offered most honourable terms: complete liber
for the Tyrant Don Astorgio Manfredi, and his relatior
to go and come at will; the integrity of his property ai
payment of his debts; confirmation of all rights and prh
leges for the citizens.
On the twenty-sixth of April, the municipal officers can
to the convent of the Observantines where Duke Cesai
lodged; and swore between his hands the feudal oath c
fidelity to the over-lord, the Holiness of the Pope. At thre
o'clock in the afternoon, came also Don Astorgio Manfrec
with his kin. This unfortunate youth was only of the ag
of sixteen years, the servant of his own subjects, and a:
orphan whose father, Don Galeotto Manfredi, had beei
murdered by his mother, Madonna Francesca Bentivogli
A Venetian chronicler says of him that he was "a sickly lac
{puto mal san) but beautiful fair and rosy," obviouslj
rotten with struma; and as such he appears in his portrai
in the Palazzo Zauli-Naldi of Faenza, wearing an expres-
sion of profound melancholy. The young Tyrant and his
bastard brother, Don Gianevangelista Manfredi, (who was
of the age of fourteen years, and had had a command dur-
ing the siege,) received so courteous a reception from Duke
Cesare that they decided to remain with him. So far, the
behaviour of the Generalissimo appears to have been in-
spired by noble magnanimity.
And here, there is a lacuna. The history of Don Astorgio
incomes blank. Research so far has failed to discover any
trace of him for months.
Some time after his capitulation, Don Astorgio and his
brother were found incarcerated in the Mola of Hadrian,
in the royal apartment which Madonna Caterina Sforza-
Riario had vacated on going into exile in France: and of
this, also, there has been no explanation yet discovered.
It is permissible to suppose that after Duke Cesare gen-
erously had granted their unconditional liberty, some im-